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MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT � CONFIDENCE IN DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION 

514. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Minister for Regional Development: 

(1) Will the minister provide details to this house of his precise involvement in meetings held in Shark Bay 
on Tuesday, 21 April? 

(2) Will the minister now declare his unequivocal support for the Director General of the Department of 
Environment and Conservation, and apologise to him for the actions of the minister�s adviser? 

(3) Does the minister consider that in the light of these events Mr Carew-Hopkins should still be considered 
for the position of Director General of the Department of Regional Development and Lands? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. 

(1)-(3) In April, I think it was, I was invited to meet with the representatives of the Shire of Shark Bay to 
discuss their issues with regional development. As Minister for Regional Development I have travelled 
across the length and breadth of the state holding meetings with country shires and country 
communities about the important issues for them to be addressed by the new government. Quite clearly, 
in the Gascoyne there is a lot of concern about the role of the Department of Environment and 
Conservation. In my travels that has been put to me very strongly and very robustly by councils, 
pastoralists and small businesses that have to engage with the department. I have been concerned 
enough by that feedback to have had individual meetings with Minister Faragher and the Director 
General of the Department of Environment and Conservation, because I do not like the fact that as a 
senior minister in the new government, we have a department that is clearly not well regarded by many 
sectors of the community in the Gascoyne region of the state. It is quite clear from the discussions I 
have had that some of those people are aggrieved by the process, and the process is important. It is also 
quite clear that serious issues have been raised and need to be addressed. The government wants to 
make sure that the communities of the Gascoyne have a good relationship with the Department of 
Environment and Conservation because of the unique conservation value of that area. Local 
government, business and pastoralists need to have good relationships with the DEC. I am working very 
closely with Minister Faragher and the Departments of Regional Development and Environment and 
Conservation to ensure that we get that outcome. 

At the meeting that the Leader of the Opposition talked about, the sole topic of conversation was the 
Shire of Shark Bay�s feeling that its relationship with the department had become untenable, that there 
was no relationship, and that it wanted that outcome improved. Everyone knows the challenges facing 
the shire. The meeting followed on from meetings that I have had with other councils where that same 
issue has been put to me. Because it is not my department, all I can ask those councils to do is to write 
to me or to the Minister for Environment and formalise those complaints. There is no point simply 
backgrounding me on the problems. If they have a complaint to make, they should make it. That is 
where this issue has stemmed from, because this government is determined to achieve a better 
relationship between the community and all departments. As the Minister for Lands, with LandCorp 
under my jurisdiction, I have had similar conversations across the state about LandCorp�s role in 
communities, and the new government has endeavoured to turn that around. It is important that we 
address this issue. 

In the matter at hand, I am disappointed that the flow-on from that discussion about the Shire of Shark 
Bay formalising its concerns with any government department has led to a letter being written by Derek 
Carew-Hopkins to the shire president. That is unacceptable in my terms, and I have made that clear.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: So you won�t make him director general? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The appointment process for the position of director general is currently in train. I am not 
involved in that process. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: He is still an acceptable candidate, is he? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I am not involved in that process, which is an independent process managed by the Public 
Sector Commission, and it would not be proper for me to comment on the appropriateness of candidates. 
However, I place on the record that the inappropriate actions of Derek Carew-Hopkins, as I have outlined in the 
house in a statement today, did not have my support and I do not condone them. 
 


